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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 August 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) I3 Claim(s) 20-29.34 and 35 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 20-29.34 and 35 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 09 May 2000 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 20-29 and 34-35 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 20-28 and 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitada U.S. Pat. No. 560661 1 (hereinafter Kitada) in view of Matsuzaki et al. U.S. Pat. No. 
6289314 (hereinafter Matsuzaki) and further in view of Saito U.S. Pat. No. 5901339 (hereinafter 
Saito). 

4. As per claim 20. Kitada discloses a data stream transmission and reception method 
comprising: receiving, in accordance with a reception contract, by plural receivers that have 
individual ID numbers and belong to a common group (Kitada: column 1 line 42 - column 2 line 
14), a data stream including general and pay-per-view programming transmitted from a 
transmitting end, wherein the plural receivers have a common group ID number (Kitada: column 
1 line 42 - column 2 line 14); managing the reception contract in accordance with of the 
individual ID numbers or the group ID number (Kitada: column 1 lines 14-27: contract 
information based on individual receivers); and charging the plural receivers in the common 
group indicated by the group ID number a billing amount charged for one receiver to receive and 
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output for display said pay-per-view program even if said pay-per-view program is received and 
output for display by plural receivers in the common group (Kitada: column 1 line 47 - column 
16: charging in accordance with contract conditions... individual information including contract 
information of each of the receiving stations. . .group information including contract information 
for each group). Kitada does not explicitly disclose billing amount charged for one receiver even 
if a portion of data stream is received by plural receivers in the common group. However, 
Matsuzaki discloses having plurality of terminals coupled to a receiving station in a household to 
receive data stream from transmitting stations and billing amount is charged to account that uses 
pay information based on individual terminal usage with calculated rate and selectively applying 
for receipt and display of said pay-per-view program either a billing amount charged for one 
receiver or a billing amount charged for said common group (Matsuzaki: column 3 line 41 - 
column 4 line 19). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to combine the teachings of Matsuzaki within the system of Kitada 
because it increases the efficiency of transmitting data stream to plurality of receivers based on 
groups and the users do not have to pay excessive amount of money to watch same program on 
different terminals. 

Kitada as modified discloses billing amount charged for one receiver even if a portion of 
data stream is individually received from the transmitting end by plural receivers in the common 
group and selectively applying either a billing amount charged for one receiver or a billing 
amount for said common group. Furthermore, Saito discloses that general channels are not 
scrambled and can be viewed under a comprehensive contract and selectively applying either a 
billing amount charged for one receiver or a billing amount for said common group (Saito: 
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column 1 lines 54-65: comprehensive contract can be viewed by plurality of receivers without 
additional charge as long as the household/group subscribes to watch the premium channel). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to charge based on group and individual contract because CATV uses contract 
information to determine whether a user can receive certain programs. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
combine the teachings of Saito within the combination of Kitada-Matsuzaki because it reduces 
redundant charge for viewing general programs. 

5. As per claim 21 . Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method of claim 20. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein the plural receivers belonging 
to the common group are charged the billing amount charged for one of the plural receivers 
indicated by the group ID number regardless of the number of the receivers that receive the 
portion of a data stream (Matsuzaki: column 13 lines 5-60; Kitada: (Kitada: column 1 line 47 - 
column 16: charging in accordance with contract conditions. . . individual information including 
contract information of each of the receiving stations. . .group information including contract 
information for each group). 

6. As per claim 22, Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method of claim 20. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein each receiver receives a 
descriptor that indicates that either receiver-unit accounting or group-unit accounting is to be 
applied to the pay-per-view program (Kitada: column 1 line 14- column 2 line 14), and when the 
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reception contract is based on the group-unit accounting, the plural receivers can receive the pay- 
per-view program at the charge for one receiver (Matsuzaki: column 3 line 1 - column 4 line 19; 
Saito: column 1 lines 54-65), and when the reception contract is based on the receiver-unit 
accounting, each of the plural receivers that is indicated by the individual ID number can receive 
the pay-per-view program at the billing amount for one receiver (Kitada: column 1 line 14- 
column 2 line 14). 

7. As per claim 23, Kitada discloses a data stream transmission and reception method 
comprising: receiving, in accordance with a reception contract, by plural receivers that have 
individual ID numbers and belong to a common group and assigning individual receivers to 
groups (Kitada: column 1 line 14- column 2 line 14). Kitada does not explicitly disclose a data 
stream transmitted from a transmitting end, wherein the plural receivers have a common group 
ID number; notifying the transmitting end of the individual ID number stored in a first receiver 
among plural receivers belonging to the common group; notifying the transmitting end of the 
individual ID number of at least additional receiver that belongs to the common group of the first 
receiver, and information indicating that the additional receiver and the first receiver belong to 
the common group; assigning, by the transmitting end that has received the notification, the 
common group ID number to the first receiver and the additional receiver, wherein plural 
receivers belonging to the common group are charged a billing amount charged for one receiver 
even if a portion of a data stream is received with plural receivers in the common group. 
However, Matsuzaki discloses each receiving station contains a server which provides services 
to terminals within a household/group, the server initially register with the transmitting end and 
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assign unique identifier to each terminal (Matsuzaki: column 15 line 38 - column 16 line 59), 
and selectively applying for receipt and display of said pay-per-view program either a billing 
amount charged for one receiver or a billing amount charged for said common group (Matsuzaki: 
column 3 line 41 - column 4 line 19). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of applicant's invention to combine the teachings of Matsuzaki within the 
system of Kitada because it is well known in the art to allow individual terminals to request pay 
programs separately and be charged fairly for watching same program on different terminals. 

Kitada as modified discloses plural receivers belonging to the common group are charged 
a billing amount charged for one receiver even if a pay-per-view program is received with plural 
receivers in the common group ad selectively applying either a billing amount charged for one 
receiver or a billing a mount for said group. Furthermore, Saito discloses that general channels 
are not scrambled and can be viewed under a comprehensive contract (Saito: column 1 lines 54- 
65: comprehensive contract can be viewed by plurality of receivers without additional charge as 
long as the household/group subscribes to watch premium channels). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to combine the 
teachings of Saito within the combination of Kitada-Matsuzaki because it reduces redundant 
charge for viewing general programs. 

8. As per claim 24, Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method of claim 23, wherein said assigning further comprises outputting a descriptor that 
indicates that either receiver-unit accounting or group-unit accounting is to be applied to the 
portion of a data stream (Kitada: column 1 line 14- column 2 line 14), and then the reception 
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contract is based on the group-unit accounting, the plural receivers can receive the pay-per-view 
program at a billing amount charged for one receiver (Matsuzaki: column 3 line 1 - column 4 
line 19; Saito: column 1 lines 54-65), and when the reception contract is based on the receiver- 
unit accounting, each of the plural receives can receive the portion of a data stream at the billing 
amount charged for one receiver (Kitada: column 1 line 14- column 2 line 14). 

9. As per claim 25, Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method as described in claim 20 or 23. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein the 
reception contract is updated at regular time intervals (Saito: column 1 lines 54-65). It is well 
known in the art to update reception contract at regular time intervals. 

10. As per claim 26, Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method of claim 20 or 23. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein said receiving comprises 
receiving a data stream comprising video, audio, and data which are transmitted by a digital 
broadcasting station (Kitada: column 1 lines 7-25); and the reception contract is for applying a 
predetermined accounting method to the portion of a data stream that is received for a 
predetermined period of time (Saito: column 1 lines 36-65). 

11. As per claim 27, Kitada as modified discloses the data stream transmission and reception 
method of claim 20 or 23. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein content of the reception 
contract is multiplexed in a data stream to be transmitted to the receiver (Kitada: column 3 lines 
20-50). 
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12. As per claim 28, Kitada as modified discloses the receiving apparatus of claim 20 or 23. 
Kitada as modified further discloses wherein the portion of a data stream comprises one of an 
event program and channel data (Saito: column 1 lines 28 - column 2 line 6, column 4 line66 - 
column 5 line 14). 

13. As per claim 34 and 35, Kitada as modified discloses the method of claims 20 and 21 
respectively. Kitada as modified further discloses wherein both the group ID number and at least 
one individual ID number are stored in an EMM portion of the data stream (Kitada: column 2 
line 58 - column 3 line 17). 

14. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kitada in view of 
Matsuzaki and further in view of Saito and further in view of Ellis et al. U.S. Pub. 20010010095 
(hereinafter Ellis). 

15. As per claim 29, Kitada as modified discloses the receiving apparatus of claim 22 or 24. 
Kitada as modified does not explicitly disclose wherein the descriptor is in an event information 
table of service information in a data stream. However, Ellis discloses that limitation (Ellis: 
[0006]-[0009] 5 [0053]). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to combine the teachings of Ellis within the combination of Kitada- 
Matsuzaki-Saito because it provides interactive television program guide that enhances the 
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ability of a service provider to supply users with information on the programming available from 
service provider. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed on 8/5/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

17. Regarding applicant's remarks, applicant argues that the prior art of record do not 
disclose selectively applying a billing amount charged for one receiver or a billing amount for 
said common group. However, Matsuzaki clearly discloses that the if a same program is received 
by different receivers in the same group, a special rate will be assessed to avoid redundant charge 
(Matsuzaki: column 3 lines 20-25 and column 5 lines 40-50) and Saito discloses that if premium 
channels are subscribed in comprehensive contract, the entire household will be able to receive 
the premium channels without extra charge (Saito: column 1 lines 54-65). Therefore, applicant's 
argument is respectfully traversed. 

1 8. Furthermore, the claim language discloses selectively applying a billing amount for a 
single receiver and a billing amount for the common group. While both billing amount for a 
single receiver and billing amount for the common group is the same since charging the plural 
receivers in the common group indicated by the group ID number a billing amount charged for 
one receiver, it does not specifically point out the purpose of the billing method since it would be 
billing the same amount of money regardless of the situation. Applicant is advised to specifically 
point out the unique inventive concept and differentiate the prior art of record and claimed 
invention. 
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Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

MizobataU.S. Pat. No. 6760382 discloses transmitting data to a receiving group 
consisting of predetermined receivers and group specifying information for identifying a 
receiving group and in-group identification information for identifying a receiver in the receiving 
group. 

Ushiyama U.S. Pat. No. 6349140 discloses a method for allowing the user to see pay 
channel programs with a plurality of TV receivers with moderate cost. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shin-Hon Chen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3789. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shin-Hon Chen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 
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